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Ebrahim didn’t
choose to be a
refugee.

When he was 15,

he found himself
alone, thousands of
miles from home and
uncertain of whether
he would survive.

But he did survive. Ebrahim and | talked
for hours about his experience — the acute
sadness, the fear of the future and the
determination to take every opportunity to
make a life in this country.

During my research for the comic, | had
read much about the resilience of people
fleeing conflict and persecution. Imagine
fighting for your life in a warzone, losing
everything you love and having the ability
not only to cope with that but also with the
feelings of loneliness and desolation that
swell when you are forced to start again.
That takes a certain type of strength and
to me, Ebrahim embodies that.

It is impossible to fully capture the
horror of a journey like Ebrahim’s or the
overwhelming pain of leaving behind
your family, your friends, your home and
your identity. But | hope Over Under
Sideways Down reflects Ebrahim’s
character and gives a glimpse of the
challenges and triumphs of arriving in
the UK as an asylum seeker and making
a home in this country — a country that
should be proud of providing protection
to people who need it.

Ebrahim didn’t choose to be a refugee.
Nobody does.
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’\ to his mother
aﬂJ he Ce?tam‘y J/ N
to take the\rang journe,y o b
granted asyfum in the UK.
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T his is his story
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Ebrapim, a
Kurdish Iranian
from Piranshapr, Just memories

Joesn't pave of a (wm}y (ife

ostracised from
Y t o SIS ' the community
for his | dve to pis
child hood , dad's pofiticaf
in Iran. ity o activity,

a singfe
string
of tasbip
bead's,

and a scar
on his fFoot.



He touvches his (€9
and says he was shot.
Aged just € years ofd.

Ebrahim has bjanked
the incident from
his memory.

It was the same shower of buffets

that killed his Father fFor his
pofiticaf befiefs.




His mother eventvally remarried and they
moved to Ghazvin. Ebrahim's step-Father
agreed to fund his edvcation if pe
worked for him- picking Fruit in the

summer, working at his méchanic

store and distributing

pofiticaf Flyers.
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And he Feared for
his own safety if
Ebrapim was
arrested and
interrogated.

His step-Father
wanted the probfem,
and Ebrahim, gone.




I had to go'.




Forced into exife at just 15,
Ebrapim (¢ft his house there and
= | then, with nothing but a bag of
Y f clothes and the precious tasbip
WIS beads pi d oi 7 ﬁ'
"IN s his mother had given him.

He stepped out the Joor
and into an vnknown and °
hostife wor(d.
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T hey wafked T he agents
in grovps of 20 would beat the women in
aff night in anyont who front of their
sifence. was too sfow children.

'"They were (fke animals... T wanted to go  back.
I had no options. T was crying alf the time




. After a day the grovp ran out of water.
" Ebrapim's mouth was too Jry to swaffow oog.‘
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After what seemed (Tke an eternity they Jiscovered a
dirty trovep and Ebrahim Fel( to his knees to Jrink.

In Turkey the agents took away
everyond's 1D card's, watches and
mobife phones so they could not be identified.




Litt(e c/ id Ebrapim reafise

that as pis IP vanished, so did proof of his identity.
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He was PUt
on a (orry %\
with severaf
others.
# %0
withne Y | 8h,
watchesThoy ¥ “K \ \\
Jid rot krow § [/ ‘
if it was
night or day. _l\ b
They had
been given
tabfets to
stop them
vrinating

vnder strict
orders not
to tafk.




one by one
his feffow
traveflers

rra

were
deivered
to thejir
destinations.




He saw cars
driving enithe
‘eft-haﬂd s/ J@

anJ r@a‘iseld pA

must be the UK.

. sl ""thing

Ebrahim was

naw a‘on¢ in @
CO‘J anJ alien
world..
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He had afways
imagined the UK
as cfean an
mechanical:
ke how you see
it on the Tv and
in the movies'
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"fke everything
workKs by
machine. Youv
want water anJ
press a button
and it appears'



pesperatefy he ran From person
to person untif a man
pointed him in the direction
of the pofice statjon.

_._———’———/

He pad to wait
a gruvefling
haff an houvr untj(
the pofice statijon
opened its Joors.

YPolice

And when they did he was ecstatic. Finally, he
thouaht, he had found safety and his jourmty was over.




T hat was onfy one part
of the journey-

the hardest part

was pere’ -

Once inside the pofice
station the pofice
removed his beft

and tried to take
away his Precjiovs
tasbip bead's.




It was hours unti( anyone came.

scared and confused he asked why he had been put
in a ceff becavse he padn’t Jone anything wrong.

They asked him if he wanted to cfaim asyfum but
ne did not understand what they meant.




Interviews that would cofour the next 4 years of
his (ife in the UK.

Forcing the vivid cofours and raw emotions of
his 0dyssey inte facts, bureavcratic tick-boxes,

Vi

and evidence in courts of (aw.
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Ebrahim was sent'to a postef for adults in Croydon
where the interviews continued.
'T had no idea what was happening.
I coufdN't s(eep untif the morning. I was crying'.
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The agents had taken E brahim's IP from him.
Without this evidence, the task of proving his who(e
identity to the British avtherities began.
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"They ask you For evidence. But you can't provide
evidence and you Jont pave a strong case'.




"They didnt befieve T was 15... yov Jon't count
unti( they befieve what you're saying'.

such a harrowing
experience, there was
(itt(e child (eft in
Ebrapim.

-——
(4# t \ But having survived
. ) j




Ebrapim had
to face the
pumiliation of
being examined,
naked, by a
doctor, before
the avthorities
Finally accepted
‘ pe was 15.

He was moved
into shared
accommod ation,
with a flatmate
and was refieved to be
safe. 'It was a very nice
house. T cau(Jn’t begieve 1
was (iving in that houvse.




And then, 6 months
after he arrived, he
got to go to schoof.

'T (ove ¢J vcation. T pat's \
what Kept me going'. '
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He was put in touch with the Ped Cross
fFamily tracing service by his soficitor




"They were so friend(y and nice'.

they used to move pouse Frequent(y to avoid danger,
so they coufd not hefp him trace her.

He Found it strange to see other teenagers
compPlaining about their parents.




The threat of being returned to a phostife (and
hung over him constant(y.



Ebrahim was aware of so many young PeLop(e 9oing
throvgh the same JiffFicult asyfum pProcess in the UK.
He Jecided to vounteer For the Ped Cross befriending

projects, and as a transfator with the Ped Cross

and the Pefuvgee Council.

It gave him the chance to make fFriends and share
memories of home with Kurdish Iranians.

)

“ehosen to act in a Fifm
caffed 'leave to Pemain
by Bafta wimer Bruce
Goodison, based on the

reaf storjes of teenagers

seeking asyfum in the UK.




on the Findl Jay of filming
he received the call From
his soficitor saying he
been grant¢
Jeave to remain.

Being
grante
d leave to remain has meant so |
much to pi
m.




'"Wo one's going to
force you to go back
or take away afl youv

L pave achieved so far

London is the (and of opportunities if you want

to study and in terms of edvcation.. I know how

to use these opportunities becavse T know where
I came From. T Jidnt get these opportunities’
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iR T Ebrapim s a young ‘man-whe has
s " survived ‘an epic jourmnty away from
his (oved ones over mountains and

- across foriegn (and’s, and pas .

) battied a sta of bureaveracy to finally

N come ta a P(ace whue ‘e Js safe

"I wouldNn't (cave
my country if I
didn't have to. T
didnt come pere
to pave fun”

Ne matter how harrowing his story, Ebrapim kKnows
he was just one of many children alf over the wor(d
fleeing danger, war and persecution
to find a Place of safety in the UK.



There are over 10 million refugees
in the world, and more than
38 million people displaced by conflict.

No one chooses to be a refugee.
Many child refugees have witnessed
the murder or abduction

of one or both of their parents.

Last year, almost half of the world’s
refugees were children.

The British Red Cross helps 10,000
refugees and asylum seekers every
year in 48 locations across the UK.

In 2013 we reunited 509 people
separated from their loved ones by war,
conflict and persecution.

At the British Red Cross
we offer our support to those
who are seeking sanctuary.

At the British Red Cross we
refuse to ignore people in crisis.
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